November in Minnesota carries with it a sense of betrayal. I can hardly believe that 6 weeks ago I was walking in short sleeves, running in shorts, and now I'm looking through my closet for my fleece jacket. I feel one way to blunt the sense of weather betrayal is to look for things that need finishing. It's time to see if I can put some closure on projects I started when the sun stayed up until 10 p.rn. With Thanksgiving not yet here and the December holidays still in the future, I have a list of things that I do that I think works to remove the November malaise.
1. Finish books-I just completed A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving. I started the book one summer vacation, but put it down. I forgot how much I enjoyed the author and his writings, and it's been nice to settle down with this book in the grey November. It almost makes up for the fact that in midsummer it would be light enough that I could be on the river fly fishing. I also started several of Oliver Sachs' books this summer but found their ponderousness and profundity too much for summer fare. They are just right for a November evening.
2. Videos-November reminds me there are old videos that often are much more satisfying than new ones. In the summer, I'm willing to take a chance on a dumb story line for the potential of some redeeming value. With the long fall night ahead, I'm not willing to take this chance. Consequently, / go to the five-day rental section. I pull some of the oldies that / have seen before not have all the bound volumes, the complete set will be available next year on CD ROM. Currently, you can only do your November searching back to 1992. What I find enjoyable is to go back 5, 10, and 16 years, pulling out articles that I had forgotten or that I thought were relevant to me. I am often amazed at the fact that this old information is valid today. Sometimes I also realize that articles which seemed important 10 to 16 years ago should be relegated to a mere footnote in a long bibliography. This realization gives me an odd sense of progress. One realizes that with the continuing addition of know/edge, old articles are now superseded by more important, new information.
A final thing I find interesting is to delve into a pile of reprints or articles that I've previously written and published. This can be a humbling experience, for many ideas from the past are outdated and banal. 
